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Rise, PROGRESS, and DisciPLINE of the 
People called QUAKERS. 


BOUT the middle of the laſt Century, 
George Fox, of Drayton, in Leicefterſbire, a 
an of a ſerious and religious Frame of Mind; 


- viſited many well-diſpoſed People in the neigh- 


bouring Counties, preaching to them that he ſe- 
cret Diftates of the Grace of Gop, or Light of 
CHRIST, led directly to Fehineſs or Purity of 
Heart, and Purity of Heart to Heaven. This 
Teacher met with ſurpriſing ſucceſs by his propa- 
_ gating this Scripture Doctrine; and his Followers 
were at firſt called Children of the Light. But 
the uncommon Fervency with which Fox, and his 
Friends, preached to piouſly-diſpoſed. People, ſo, 
affected their Minds, that they frequently broke 
. out into Tears, and trembled; for which, in Deri- 
ſion, they were called Qualers: But, as a Term of 
Good-nature and mutual Love that ought to ſub- 
ſiſt amongſt Chriſtiant, they ſtyle themſelves 
Friends. As J look upon it to be ungenerous to, 
miſrepreſent the religious 'Tenets of any People; 
therefore I ſhall give the Principles of the Qha- 
kers from their own Accounts. 


TzxiNITY.] They believe in the Holy Three, 
or Trinity of the Father, Word, and Spirit, accor- 
ding to the Scripture; and that theſe Three, are 
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WE 
truly and properly One ; of one Nature as well as 
Will: But in this, and in other Points of Doctrine, 
they are very tender of quitting Scripture: Terms 
for Schoolmen's * Phraſes; ſuch as diſtincçt and ſepa- 
rate Perſons and Subſtances, Sc. are; from whence 
People are apt to entertain groſs Ideas and Notions 
of the Father, Son and Holy Ghoſt. And they 
judge, that a curious Inquiry into theſe high and 
divine Relations, and other ſpeculative Subjects, 
tho” ever ſo great Truths in themſelves, tend little 
to Godlineſs, and leſs to Peace: And therefore 
they cannot gratify that Curioſity in themſelves or 
others; ſpeculative Truths being, in their judg- 
ment, .to -be ſparingly and tenderly handled, and 
never to be made the Meaſure and Condition of 
Chriſtian Communion. They believe that the 
So, in the fulneſs of Time, came down from 


Heaven, and took upon Him, not the Nature of 


Angel, but the Seed of Abraham; was born of 
the Virgin Mary, ſuffered under Pontius Pilate, 
the cruel and ſhameful Death of the Croſ, to be 
a Propitiation and Atonement for the Sins of the 
whole World; that he roſe again the third Day, 
from the Dead, and aſcended into Heaven, and is 
the Interceſſor, Advocate and Mediator between 
SGop and Man; the King, Prieſt, and Prophet of 
His Church; the only Author of Salvation unto . 
all that obey Him; true Gop and perfect Man. -* 
That the HoLy' GrosT proceedeth from the 
Father and the Son, the LoRD and giver of Light 
to the Minds and Conſciences of Men ; the Sanc- 
tifier of the Heart; the inward Comforter of good 
Men; and Condemner of Evil Men; the ſafe 

Leader into all neceſſary Truth; the Guide ſent 

us from Heaven to lead us thither, 


 FuTURE gend 3. They balieve that Heaven 
is both a Place and Stat, «of 120 1 and end- 
N leſs 
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leſs Joy for the Godly; and Hell a Place and Stare 
of inexpreſſible and endleſs Miſery for the Wicked, 
and ſuch as forget Gop; an Earneſt of each ma 

be witnefled in this Life, but the Fulneſs in the 
World to come. And that Gop hath appointed 
a Day, in the which he*will judge the World in 
Righteouſneſs by JESUS CHRIST, and that then 
all in the Graves ſhall hear His Voice, and come 
forth, they that have done Good, to the Reſur- 

rection of Life, and they that have done Evil, to 
the Reſurrection of Damnation; then this Cor- 
ruptible ſhall put on Incorruption, this Mortal ſhall 
put on Immortality; the Body is. ſown a Natural 
Body, and raiſed a Spiritual Body. | 


HoLy SCcRIPTUREs.] They believe that the 
Holy Scriptures of the Old and New Teſtament are 
of Divine Authority, becauſe Holy Men of Gop 
wrote them as they were moved by the Holy Ghoſt, 
wherefore they are profitable for Doctrine, for 
Reproof, and Inſtruction in Righteouſneſs, that 
the Man of Gop may be thoroughly furniſhed 
unto all good Works; and they are able to make 
wiſe to. Salvation, through Faith in Jesus 
- Crux1sT, and that they are therefore the onl 
external Rule of Faith and Manners.  _ 


PRAYER. ] They believe it to be their Intexeſt 
and Duty to wait upon the LoRPD every Day, 
that they may pray to, and receive Strength from 
Him, and feel his heavenly Peace and Bleſſing. to 
deſcend upon them. And that Right Prayer is the 


Expreſſion, Speech, or Breathing of the Soul to 


its Creator, from a Senſe both of its Wants and 
Duty; and this Prayer may be Inwwardor Outward, 
Tnrward Prayer is that ſecret Turning of the Mind 
towards Gd, whereby being ſecretly touched and 
awakened by the Light of Chrift in the Conſcience, 
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and bowed down under a Senſe of its Unworthi- 
neſs and Miſery, the Soul looks up to Gop ; and 
is conſtantly breathing forth ſome ſecret Deſires- 
and Aſpirations towards him. It is in this Senſe, 
that we are ſo frequently in Scripture commanded - 
to Pray continually. Luke xviii. 1. 1. Theſſ. v. 17. 

Eph. vi. 18. Luke xxi. 36. Which cannot be 
. underſtood of Outward Prayer, becauſe it were 
impoſſible that Men ſhould be always upon their 
Knees, expreſſing Words of Prayer, "hich would 
hinder-them from the Exerciſe of thoſe Duties no 

leſs poſitively commanded. | 


Outward Prayer is, when being thus in the 
Exerciſe of Inward Retirement, and feeling the 
Breathing of the Spirit of Gop to ariſe powerfully 
in the Soul, we receive Strength and Liberty to 
bring forth either audible Sighs, Groans or Words, 
and that either in Private in our Cloſets, in public 
Aſſemblies, or at Meat, &c. And as Inward 
Prayer is neceſſary at all Times, ſo as long as the 
Day of a Man's Viſitation laſteth, he never wants 
ſome Influence, leſs or more, for the Practice of 
it; becauſe he no ſooner retires his Mind, and 
conſiders himſelf in God's preſence, but he finds 
himſelf in the Practice of it. 


But the Outward Exerciſe of Prayer, as it needs 
ater Influence of the Spirit, it cannot be con- 
tally practiſed, nor can it be ſo readily and ef- 
fectually performed, until the Mind: be ſometime 
acquainted with the [nward; therefore ſuch as are - 
watchful in their Minds, and Ge retired in the 
Exerciſe of this Inward Prayer, are more capable 
to be frequent in the Uſe of the Oytward, be- 


cauſe this Holy We doth more conftatitly 
attend _ 


And 


er 
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And tho! none ought to go about Prayer with- 


cout this Motion; yet ſuch as neglect Prayer, ſin; 


but their Sin is, that they come not to that State, 


in which they may feel that which would-lead 


them to pray. And ſome, thro' Neglect of this 


Inward Watchfulneſs and Retiredneſs of Mind, 
miſs many precious Opportunities to pray, and 


thereby are guilty in the Sight of God“. 
Their Belief is, That CirniaT, who ir the 


Mord that was with Gop, and was Gop, (and is 
ſo for ever) hath enlightened every Man that cometh 


imo the World, with his own Light, which leadeth 
directly to Holineſs, or purity of Heart, and pu- 


. rity of Heart to Heaven. So that they aſſert the 
. Light of CHRIS to be ſufficient to ſave ; that is, 


to convince of Sin, lead out of it, and quicken the 
Soul in the Ways of Holineſs ; and not to be a na- 
tural Light, otherwiſe than as all Men born into 
the World have a Meaſure of CHRIS“ T's Light; 
and ſo it may, in a Senſe, be ſaid to be natural to 


all Men, becauſe all Men have it coming into the 


World. For this Light is ſomething elſe than the 
bare Underſtanding a Man hath as a rational Crea- 


ture: Since, as ſuch, Man cannot be a Light to 


himſelf, but has - only a Capacity of ſeeing by 
Means of the Light with which CHRIST the 
Word enlighteneth him. - For we can no more be 
a mental or intellectual Light to ourſelves, than 


ve are an external and corporeal Light to ourſelves. 


But as the Sun in the Firmament is the Light of 


. our Bodies, ſo the Light of the Divine Word is 
the Sun of our Souls, the glorious Luminary of 


the intellectual World; and they that walk in it 
will be led to Bleſſedneſs. | $475 


See Barclay's Apology, Propofition XI. Sect. 21. To which 
Treatiſe I refer my Reader for a more particular Account of 


They 


. — SE — — " — 
a — _— — — — 


3% 


They further ſay, That this Light within, is 


Tae, in ü with the Holy Spirit, or Grace: For 


ſes, in the Old Teſtament, repreſents this di- 


vine · Principle as the general Teacher of the ante- 
diluvian, World, in theſe Words: The Lok D ſaid, 


my Spirit [hall not always ftrive with Man, agree- 
able to the Prophet Micah : He hath exwed thee, 
O Man, what is Good. And in the New Teſta- 


ment, St. John, ſpeaking of CarisT, declares, 


that He was the true Light, which lighteth every 


Man that cometh into the World. And St. Paul, in 
like Manner, That the Grace of Gov, mich 
bringeth Salvation, hath appeared to all Men, teach- 


ing us, that, denying Ungodlineſs and worldly Lufts, 


ave ſhould live. ſoberly, righteouſly and godly, in this 
preſent World. Here the Divinity, Univerſality, 


and conſequently the Sufficiency, of this inward 
Teacher is proved. And they hold, agreeable to 
the Tenth and Sixteenth Articles of the Church, 
That the Condition of Man after the Fall is ſuch, 
that he cannot, turn, and prepare himſelf by his 
own natural Strength, ſo as to have Power to do 
good Works, Without the Grace of Gor. And 
after we have received the Holy Ghoſt (ſuppoſed 
by the Church, to be conveyed by Baptiſm) we 


may depart from Grace given, and fall into Sin, 


and by [the Renewal of ] the Grace of Gop, we 
may rife again, and amend our Lives; and, agree- 


able to the Church, that this Light, or Holy Spi- 


rit, leads to right judgment! in all Things, and in- 


to all Righteouſneſs : And that the Incitements of 


the Grace or good Spirit of Gop are generally, and 


moſt certainly, diſtinguiſhed by good Effects. 


But altho? they aſſert the Spirit of Gop to be 
the Immediate Teacher, yet they are not againſt 
the Uſe of Means; to this Day, from the Begin- 


ning, they have been, i in the Practice of 50 
g | Hop 
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But then they are ſuch Means as are uſed in the 
Lo and Power of Gop, and not in and from 
Man's mere Wit, Will, or carnal Invention, or 
Imitation. For Inſtance, they cannot own that 


to be a Goſpel-Miniftry that is without a Gofpel- 


Spirit; or that ſuch can be ſent of Gop, that are 


not taught of Gop; or that they are fit to teach 
others what Regeneration and the Way to Heaven 
are, that have never been born again themſelves ;, or 
that ſuch can ever bring Souls to Gop, that are 
themſelves Strangers to that Baptiſm of Fire, and 
the Holy Ghoſt; never having been circumciſed 
with the Circumciſion of the Heart in the Spirit 
which is abſolutely neceſſary to make a true Ferv, 
or a real Chriſtian, and much more the Requiſite 
Qualification of a Goſpel-Miniſtry., This wunexpe- 
rienced and lifeleſs Miniſtry is the only Miniſtry, 
and ſuch the only Miniſters, that the Duakers can- 
not own and receive, and therefore cannot maintain. 
For the Miniſtry and Minifters, that are accord- 
ing to the Scripture, they both own, reſpect and 
delight in, and are ready to aſſiſt and ſupport in 
their Service of Gop, Evangelical Means and 
Order they love, and deſire to keep: For they di- 
ligently allemble themſelves together to wait upon 
 Gop, to enable them to worſhip him, where 
they both pray and propheſy*, One my One, as 
prepared and moved in their Hearts by his Spirit, 
and as any Thing is revealed to them, according 


to the Primitive Practice; otherwiſe they are 
ſilent before the LoxD. For they profeſs this 


Enlargement of the Spirit as a general Goſpel 
Privilege; and that, for the Edification of the 
Church, it pleaſes Gop now, as in the primitive 
Times, to give peculiar Gifts of the Spirit to 


\  * Propheſy in this Place is ſynonymous with Preach, as ap- 


| pears farther on. | 
| ſome, 


F 
ſome, to qualify them for the Miniſtry, and 
other Services: Au which they apprehend is no 
more than what the. eſtabliſhed Church profeſſes; 
ſince a Perſon cannot enter into Deacon's Orders 
without firſt declaring, that he 7ru/ts he is in- 
'wwardly moved by the Holy Ghoſt to take upon 
him that Office and Miniſtration; and, when he 
advances higher into Prieſt's Orders, the Service 
that is then read, ſeems to be choſen on purpoſe 
to ſhew, that the various Gifts of the Spirit are 
ſtill continued. But they ſay that Men ought to 
be very modeſt in their Pretenfions to theſe pecu- 
liar Gifts; for that no Man has ſufficient Grounds 
to think' that he is called to the Miniſtry by the 
Holy Ghoſt, without feeling a preſling diſinte- 
reſted Love to the Brethren, with a Senſe of Du- 
ty to Gop, Ike St. Peter, or St. Paul, to the 
atisfaction of the Congregation or Meeting he 
belongs to. This, to them, ſeems to compre- 
hend the Subſtance of the primitive Ordination 
in the Apoſtolic Age. And by the ſame Means 
that a Perſon can diſtinguiſh his Yocation to the 
Miniſtry at firſt, he may diſcover his Call to the. 
Exerciſe of his Gift on any particular Occaſion. - 
The Qualers do all that is conſiſtent with the 
Peace of the Church to preſerve a /iving and un- 
ſpotted Miniſtry, both by private and public Ad- 
monition at their Meetings of Miniſters and El- 
ders, where they diſcountenance all unbecoming + 
Tones or Geſtures, 


— 


Women's PREACcHING. ] With them Preach- 
ung is not confined to the Male Sex, as amongſt 
others; for they believe that Women whom the. 
LorD hath gifted for Goſpel Miniſtry, may. ex- 
erciſe their Gifts to Edification. They are not 

ignorant that the Apoſtle Paul ſaid to the Corin- 
thians, Let your Women keep Silence in the Churches, 


* 


e 
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. if they will learn any thing, let them. aſk their 


Huſbands at home. 1 Cor. xiv. 34, 35. but it ap- 


. pears from the latter Part. of the Text f they 


will learn any Thing] that it could not relate to 


Preaching, but to ſuch Women as from Indiſcre- 
tion or Curioſity propoſed Queſtions to the Church, 


and thereby cauſed more Confuſion than Edifica- 
tion, and therefore 'tis for ſuch Women, a Shame 
to ſpeak in the Church. It might eaſily have hap- 
pened by the Example and Perſuaſion of the Feww- 


| % Chriſtians, that the Gentile Chriſtian Churches 


might have a Mixture of the Synagogue Form of 
Public Worſhip amongſt them, in which it was 
ſual for any reputable Perſon to diſpute, enquire, 
or aſk Queſtions ; which Privilege the Corinthian 
Women might think the Goſpel entitled them to. 
Let it be alſo conſidered that theſe Words, Let your 
Women keep Silence, have a Tendency to the ſubjec- 
tion which Women owe to their Huſbands, for it is 
{aid there, that they are commanded to be under Obe- 
dience, verſe 34. This the Apoſtle explains farther, 
in one of his Epiſtles to Timothy, where he ſaith, 
Let the Woman learn in Silence with all Subjefion ; 
But I ſuffer not a Woman to teach, nor to uſurp 
Authority over the Man. 1 Tim. 11. 11, 12. 


But that the Apoſtle did not forbid Women 


ſpeaking to Edification in the Church; appears 
from his own Words, Every Woman that prayeth or 


prophefeeth with her Head uncovered, diſhonoureth 


bier Head. 1 Cor. xi. 5. and they could not pro- 
pheſy without Speaking; and it appears in the 
ſame Epiſtle that Propheſy:ng means Preaching, for 


he ſays, He that prophefieth ſpeaketh unto Men to 


Ediſication, Exhortation amid Comfort. He that 
| ſpeaketh in an unknown Tongue, edifieth himſelf, but 
he that prophefieth edifieth the Church. 1 Cor. xiv. 3; 


4. And tho' Propheſying, under the Old Covenant, 
Is DORN ſeems 


1 
ſeems chiefly to ſignify a Predicting, yet it is cre- . 
dible that the ancient Prophets were alſo Preach- 
ers; and in the New. Teſtament Language“ Pro- 
pheſying chiefly means Preaching : As when the 
Apoſtle ſays, Ye may all propheſy one by one. Bre- 
thren covet to propheſy. 1 Cor. xiv. 31, 39. Hence 
we may eaſily underſtand what Kind of Servant of 
the Church Phebe was, and Tryphena, and Try. 
phoſa, who laboured in the Lord, and Perſis, which 
laboured much in the Lord, Rom. xvi. which is 
conſiderably more than what is ſaid of that Mary, 
who beſtowed much Labour on the Apoſtles. Alſo 
we read, Acts xxi. 8, 9. Philip the Evangeliſt had 
four Daughters, Virgins, which did propheſy. And 
in the aforeſaid 16 chap. Rom. how fignificantly 
doth the Apoſtle call Priſcilla and Aquila, his 
Helpers in CHRIS JEsUs. And what he means 
by his Helpers in that Senſe, we may ſee in Philip, 
iv. 3. where he ſpeaks of Women which laboured 
with him in the Goſpel. . All this then being duly 
conſidered, the Quaters think it unlawful to for- 
bid ſuch Women to Preach, whom the LoRD 
hath gifted, and who are of a godly Life and 
Converſation, ſince it appears ſufficiently, that in 
the primitive.Church they were not debarred from 
that Service. And as in thoſe Days, ſo in ours, it 
hath evidently appeared, that ſome pious Women 
have had-a very excellent Gift to the Edification 
of the Church. All which tends to the Glory of - 
Gop, who is no Reſpecter of Perſons, and is 
pleaſed to make uſe of weak Inſtruments to ſhew 
forth his Praiſe. ; 


Bar rIs u.) Bu contrary to the Epiſcopalian 
Church, and the general Opinion of Chriſtians, they 


* * In Johnſon's Dictionary it is defined thus. [To Propheſy 
v. n. 1. To utter Predictions. 2. To preach. A ſcriptural Senſe.] 

See Ezek. xxxvii. 9. Ezra vi. 14. for an Example of the latter. | 
| 8 believe 
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believe that neither Water-Baptiſm, nor Eucharift, 
are neceſſary to Salvation: For which they argue 

in this Manner, Whatever is truly and properly 
a Goſpel Ordinance, they defire to own and 
practiſe: They - confeſs indeed the Practice of 
Fohn's Baptiſm, and the Supper, is to be found 
there; but Practice only is no Inſtitution, ox ſuffi- 
cient Reaſon of Continuation. That they were 
then proper, they believe, it being a Time of In- 
fancy, when the Myſteries of Truth lay yet couch- 
ed, and folded up in Figures and Shadows, as is 
acknowledged by Proteſtants: But it is the Puakers 
Belief that no Figures or Signs are perpetual, or of 

any new Inſtitution under the Goſpel-Adminiſ- 
tration, when CHRIST, who is the Subſtance of 
them, is come ; though this might have been in- 
dulged to young Converts in primitive Times, be- 
cauſe of the Condeſcenſion of former Practices. 


It were to overthrow the Goſpel-Diſpenſation, 
and to make the coming of CHRIS＋TH of no Effect, 
to render Signs and Figures of the Nature 6f the 
Goſpel, which is znward, ſpiritual, and eternal. 
If it be ſaid, that they were uſed after the Com- 
ing of CHRIST, and his aſcenſion too; they an- 
ſwer: So were many Jewiſh Ceremonies not eaſily 
aboliſhed, as Circumciſion, Mc. It is ſufficient 
to them that Water-Baptiſm was John's, and not 
CuRrisT's; that JESsus never uſed it; that it 
was no Part of Paul's Commiſſion, which if it 
were Evangelical, and of duration, would certain- 
ly have been; and that there is but one Baptiſm, as 
well as but one Faith, and one Lord; and that 
Baptiſm ought to be of the ſame Nature with 
the Kingdom of which it is an Ordinance, and 
that is ſpiritual. The ſame holds alfo as to the 
Supper, both alluding to old 7exu:/h Practices, and 
uſed as a Signification of a near and accompliſhing 


B Work, 


E 
Work, viz. the Subſtance they repreſented. If 
any ſay, But CyR1sT commanded that one of them 
ſhould continue in Remembrance of him; we alledge, 
that he that ſaid ſo, told his Diſciples alſo, hat 
he awould come to them again; that ſome ſhould not 
taſte of Death till they ſaw Mio coming in the King- 
dom; and that he that davelleth with them ſhould 
be in them ; and that he would drink no more of this 
Fruit of .the Vine till I drink it new with 
them in the Kingdom of Gor : Which Kingdom is 
within, as may be read in Luke, He was the 
heavenly Bread, which they had not yet known, 
| nor his Fleſh and Blood, as they were to know 
them. So that tho' CyrIsT was come to end 
all Signs, yet 'till he was known to be the Sub- 
ſtance to the Soul, as the great Bread of Life from 
Heaven, Signs had their Service in them, to /hew 
for th, and hold in Hand, and in Remembrance of 
CurisT; ; eſpecially to the People of that Day, 
whoſe Religion was attended with a Multitude of 
like Types, Shadows, and Signs of the one good 
Thing, and Subſtance of all, CHRIST manifeſted 
in his People. And that great Apoſtle Paul, ſays 
expreſsly of the Jewiſh Obſervations, That they 
evere Shadows of the good Things to come, but the 
Subſtance was of CHRIST. Hence it is that the 
People called Qualers cannot be ſaid to deny them, 
that is too hard a Word: But truly feeling in them- 
ſelves the very Thing which is ſignified or 
pointed forth by outward Water, Bread and Wine, 
they leave them off as fulfilled in CHRIST, whz 
is in them the Hope of their Glory: And henceforth 
they have but one Lord, one Faith, one Baptiſm, 
one Bread, and but one Cup of Blefſ, ings ; and that 
* 1s the New Vine of the Kingdom of Gop, which 
is within. The, further ſay, That as certain as 
Gop is infinitely good and wiſe, ſo certain are 
they that he will not oblige his Creatures to any 
Rules, 


1 


Rules, as neceſſury to eternal Salvation, but what 
are ſo plain, in all their Parts, that no thinking 
Man is likely to miſunderſtand them. Will our Fa- 
ther, which is in Heaven, lay Traps and Snares 
for the Perdition of his Creatures? When Gop 
made a Covenant with Abraham, reſpecting a tem- 
poral Inheritance, Circumciſion, the Sign of that 
Covenant, was a Preſcription fo plain, that no 
Man differed with his Neighbour about the Senſe 
of it. But as Chriſtians differ widely about the 
Nature' and Adminiſtration of the Sacraments, 
therefore they cannot be neceſſary to Salvation. 
The Benefit of theſe two Sacraments is, amongſt 
Proteſtants, ſuppoſed to arife from their being 
Signs or Means of receiving ſpiritual Grace, to 
effect a Death unto Sin, and a new Birth unto 
Righteouſneſs ; But this ſpiritual Grace is freely 
communicated without them, as appears from 
many Places of Scripture, the Sixteenth Article 
of the Church, and divers Prayers in the Common- 


Pra yer-Book. 


_ Worsnay.]} As to divine Worſhip, the Qua- 
kers ſay, ſince the Divine Grace is ſuthcient, and 
always ready to open the Underſtanding, and ani- 
mate the Affections of all well-diſpofed Perſons, fo 
far as is needful to eſtabliſh them in Holineſs, 
Chriſtians would want little external Aſſiſtance in 
this Goſpel-Day of Light and Knowledge, did they 
give due Attention to the Dictatès of this /i//- 
ſmall Voice in their Hearts: But the Cares and 
Concerns of this Life ſo much engage the Gene- 
rality of Men, that they have but little Opportu- 
nity for Retirement; and therefore (were there 
no other) this is a ſubſtantial Reaſon for making 
at leaſt one Day in ſeven as a general holy Sab- 
bath, when by diſengaging our Minds from all 
temporal Copcerns, with the greateſt Reverence 
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and Humiliation, we may aſſemble, as in the All- 
ſeeing Preſence of the Divine Being, not ſo much 
to know his Will, as to ſee whether we have done 
it, and ſtand approved in his Sight. In this com- 
poſed awful Frame of Mind, the Divine Grace 
clearly ſets the true State of our Souls before us, 
and is ready to help our Infirmities to addreſs the - 
Throne of . according to our ſeveral Exigen- 
cies, and real Conditions, whether for Pardon for 
paſt Sins, and Aſſiſtance againſt ſome diſorderly 
( Paſhon, or in ſecret Praiſes and "Thankſgiving, 
| both for the Mercies and Chaſtiſements of our 
Heavenly Father. But the weakneſs of our Frame 
is ſuch, that we find ſome Difficulty in being at 
all Times ſo well diſpoſed as we ought ; temporal 
Objects naturally cloud and ſtupify our Souls; and 
therefore Miniſters may be of Service ſometimes, 
to ſtir up the pure Mind by way of Remembrance; 
to exhort and rebuke ſuch as forget Gon, and 
reject the Reproofs of the inward Divine Monitor, 
and alſo to promote mental and private Prayer, by 
public Invocation. But then they think it clear, 
that this good purpoſe is more effectually anſwer- 
ed by a fervent Exhortation now and then, from 
one who feels a Divine Impulſe on his Mind, ſea- 
ſonably and ſuitably to admoniſh Men, and to in- 
voke the Divine Bleſſing, than to be always divert- 
ed from this inward Exerciſe by external Perfor- 
 Mances. 


Our Lonp, in his Conference with the Wo- 
man of Samaria, reſpecting public Worſhip, de- 
clares, that all outſide Devotion, confined to Place 
and Form, is unacceptable; and he enjoins the 
Worſhip of the Mind or Spirit, with this moſt 
cogent Reaſon; GoD is a Spirit, and they that 
worſhip him muſt worſhip him in Spirit and in 
Truth, This is evidently the true Deſcription of 

public 
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public Chriſtian Worſhip; and nothing like a Li- 
turgy being any where preſcribed by CHRIST, or 
his Apoſtles, it follows, that this is the Everlaſting 
and moſt acceptable Worſhip to Almighty Gp; 
and that therefore a ſufficient Degree of the Di- 
vine Grace, for the Performance of public Devo- 
tion, will for ever be continued. 


They are moſt heartily for Univerſal Liberty of 
Conſcience, agreeable to Propoſition XIV. in 
Barclay's Apology, which affirms that he Power 
of the civil Magiſtrate doth not extend to Matters 
purely religious and pertaining to the Conſcience. 
And the Settlement of Ap ny ann WAS agree- 
able to this Principle; for by the Charter of Privi- 
leges, dated the 28th of October, 1701, granted 
and ſolemnly confirmed to the Inhabitants of that 
Province by William Penn, the original Patentee, 
(one of this People) 'tis expreſsly provided, that 
« All Perſons who profeſs to believe in JEsus 
CHRIST, the Saviour of the World, ſhall be ca- 

able (notwithſtanding their other Perſuaſions and 
Profticesin Point of Conſcience and Religion) to 
ſerve this Government in any Capacity, either 
legiſlatively or executively, he or they ſolemnly pro- 
miſing, when lawfully required, Allegiance to the 
King as Sovereign, and Fidelity to the Proprieta- 
ry and Governor.” The extenſive Humanity of 
a Government ſo eſtabliſhed, was an Encourage- 
ment to many of other Perſuaſions to go over and 


- ſettle there. 


They diſapprove of War, as inconſiſtent. with 
the Nature and Perfection of the Goſpel, which 
moſt eminently conſiſts in Peace, Love and For- 
giveneſs, as predicted and deſcribed bythe Evan- 
gelical Prophets 1/aiah and Micah, and confirmed 
by the Judgment of the primitive Church, as Bar- 


1 clay 


— 
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clay has made appear. And ſince ſo peaceable a 
State is both propheſied of, and promiſed as the 
Happineſs of the latter 'Times, let not this People 
be thought 2% leſc, or inconſiſtent with Government, 
for introducing that harmleſs, glorious Way, to this 
diſtracted World; but rather as an /uftrious Ex- 
ample, leading from War to univerſal Peace, and 


which has an apparent Tendency to reduce the 


World to a Family of Love, even almoſt to a 
Paradiſe again. Tho' the various Chriſtian Nati- 
ons are now ſo diſordered, that in ſome Countries 
defenſive War ſeems neceſſary to them in ſome 
important . Caſes, yet the Puakers believe that 
CHRIST, the bleſſed Shepherd of his Flock, will 
ever preſerve the faithful Followers of his Meekneſs, 
and Diſciples of his peaceable and forgiving Doc- 
trine. 


They alſo think theſe Words of CHRIST, ſwear 
not at all, amount to a Prohibition of ſolemn, as 
well as profane Swearing. So that: it is for Chriſt's 
Sake that they cannot ſwear, who is the Truth, 
and has taught them to ſpeak the Truth without 
an Oath. The Government accepts their ſolemn 
Affirmations inſtead of an Oath, and they are lia- 
ble to the ſame Puniſhment, in Caſe of Untruth, 
that is due by Law to Perjury. They believe 
Magiſtracy to be an Ordinance of Gop, and that 
he that ruleth well is worthy of double Honour, 
and deſerves to be much valued - and eſteemed : 
And the ſureſt Token of Reſpect we can ſhew to 
Magiſtrates, is chearfully obeying all juſt Laws 
under their Government, and cauſing their Bur- 
den, or Charge, to fit light upon their Shoulders. 
And tho” they do not pull off their Hats, or uſe 
Forms of Salutations, yet they treat all Men with 
ſeriouſneſs and Gentleneſs, tho' it be with Plain- 


neſs, and their Superiors with a modeſt and reſ- 


pectful 
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pectful Diſtance. This is honouring of Govern- 
ment and Governors, and not empty Titles, ſer- 
vile and fantaſtic Geſtures, inſincere or unmean- 
ing Forms of Salutation. 


And to ſhew that they are a People that love 
Order and good Government, they carefully prac- 
tiſe it amongſt themſelves. For their Month/y 
Meetings in the Country are often compoſed of 
ſeveral ſingle Congregations, called Particular 
Meetings: Theſe particular Meetings ſend Repre- 
ſentatives to their Monthly Meeting, who are to 
report the State and Exigencies of their Meetings, 
and bring back Inſtructions to their next prepara- 
tive Meeting, as it is called, from their preparing, 
collecting, and putting the Affairs of each parti- 
cular Meeting in fit Order to be laid before the 
next Monthly Meeting. In every particular Meet- 
ing, two or more of the moſt elderly, ſenfible and 
exemplary Men, are generally appointed to overſee 


the Flock, to admoniſh and reprove, on Occaſion; 


who are therefore called Elder. Before they enter 
upon Buſineſs at their Monthly Meetings, they 
commonly fit ſome Time in ſolemn Meditation, 
and ſometimes one or more of their Miniſters have 


. a ſeaſonable Word of Exhortation to the Congre- 


gation. When Worſhip is concluded, after the 
Minutes of the laſt Monthly Meeting are conſi- 
dered, every particular Meeting is called upon to 


| declare their particular Exigencies, which are alſo 


duly conſidered. The general Heads of the Bu- 
ſineſs of Monthly Meetings are, Care of the Poor, 
orderly Walking, Integrity to their Profeſſion, re- 
cording Births, Marriages, Burials, Certific ates, 


 Sufferings, Sc. 


Diſorderly Walkers and Backſliders are dealt 
with according to the Nature of the Caſe. If 


reared private Admonition, nor the Admonition 
of 
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of the particular Meeting has the deſired Effect, 
to reclaim the Offender, he is complained of to 
the Monthly Meeting, and again he 1s intreated 
in Love to amend his Ways : But if no ſufficient 
Tokens of Amendment appear in ſome. Months 
after, or that the Offence be groſs, the particular 
Meeting he belongs to is uſually directed to draw 
up a Teſtimonial of Denial againſt him, and pre- 
ſent it to the next Monthly Meeting, which, 
when approved of, is general rn the Clerk 
in behalf of the Meeting. th Papers of De- 
nial are to be read in the Meeting the Defaulter 
belongs to, at the Concluſion of their Worſhip ; 
and Copies thereof diſperſed, if Occaſion require, 
that the Public may be ſatished that the Society 
by no means approves of the Conduct of ſuch un- 
worthy Men. The following is a Copy of one 
againſt a Perſon for defrauding his Creditors: 
« Since this moral Precept of our LoRD, to d 


by others as we would be done unto, is ſuch a 


« main Part of Chriſtianity, as, without the due 
« Obſervation thereof, all the moſt ſpecious ſhews 
« of Religion will avail us nothing, it becomes the 
« indiſpenſable Dy of Chriſtians in all Ages, as 
« much as in them lies, to ſee that their Aﬀem- 
te blies are compoſed of ſuch Men, whoſe upright 
« Carriagein their outward Dealings demonſtrates 
« that they are ſincere Diſciplesof = USCHRIST. 

And inaſmuch as we find, on due Enquiry and 
« Examination, that MH. N. has been diſregardful 
« of this plain and principal Law of our Divine 
« Lawgiver, by not delivering up his Effects a- 
« mongſt his Creditors in due Time, to their great 
« Injury, and very great Diſcontent, as the Waſte 
cc of his Hubſtance was entirely owing to Careleſs- 
« neſs and Extravagancy, which Conduct he per- 
« fectly knew was alſo quite contrary to the good 
« Inſtructions, and wholeſome Diſcipline, ſo pi- 
« ouſly and VEE recommended and ſettled by 
« our 
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« our worthy Elders now at Reſt; we, therefore, 
« from a juſt Abhorrence of ſuch Unrighteouſ- 
ce neſs, hereby declare, that henceforth we do not 
« account him a Member of our Chriſtian Church, 
« until he ſhew ſuch 'Tokens of Repentance 
c as ſhall bear due Proportion to his Offence, 
« which we ſincerely deſire.“ 


Their quarterly Meetings conſiſt of the Repre- 
ſentatives ſent from their ſeveral Monthly Meet- 
ings, who are to give an Account of the State of 
thoſe Meetings ; after which the Exigencies of 
every Monthly Meeting are duly conſidered, and 
proper Expedients provided. 'There lies an Ap- 
peal from the Monthly Meeting to the COST 
Meeting, and from this to the Yearly Meeting; 
for if a Man be denied by a Monthly Meeting, 
either for Diſorderly Walking, or not ſubmitting” 
Matters in Difference with another, to Arbitration, 
but will, without Conſent of the Meeting, go to 
Law; or, if an Award be made, and one of the 
Parties will not abide by it ; in fuch-like Caſes, the 
Perſon who thinks himſelf aggrieved by the Judg- 
ment of the ſubordinate MeetMgs has a Right 
to appeal in Ireland to the Half-year's Meeting in 
Dublin, or if in England, to the Yearly Meeting 
at London, where the Caſe comes before a Com- 
mittee of twelve, which is a changeable Commit- 
tee, in which all the Counties take their turn, 
the Repreſentatives of that County againſt whom 


an Appeal lies being excluded. If either Party 


intimate a Diſſatisfaction with what the Committee 
has done, the Caſe is again conſidered, either be- 
fore a larger Committee, or the hole Meeting, 
whoſe Judgment is final. 


The Yearly Meeting 1s always held in London 
in Whitſun-Week, for no other Reaſon than be- 
cauſe it is a well-known and ſuitable 'Time . the 

ear 
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Lear for the Brethren to come together from all 
Parts. This Meeting is compoſed of. the Repre- 
ſentatives ſent from the . 
Correſpondents and Miniſters, with ſome from Ire- 
land and Scotland. Here Accounts are received of 
the State of the Society in every part of the World 
where it exiſts, and proper Meaſures are concerted 
for every Emergency. 'The Repreſentatives bring 
with them accounts from their reſpective Quar- 
terly Meetings, informing the Yearly Meeting 
if Love and Unity be preſerved ; if Care be taken 
in the religious Education of their Youth ; if the 
Poor are provided for; if they keep to their Teſ- 
timony againſt paying Tithes, and bearing Arms; 
if they pay the King his Duties, Cuſtoms, and Ex- 
ciſe ; and forbear to deal in Goods ſuſpected to be 
run, —This is a moſt edifying Time, becauſe it 
Ry brings to the City their moſt eminent 

iniſters and Elders from all Parts. 'Their Meet- 
ing is concluded with a printed Epiſtle, ſetting 
forth the State of the Society, with ſome ſeaſon- 
able Advice. e ET 


CusToms.] As a Preſervative againſt Pride, 
Superfluity or Extravagancy, the Quaters think 
it beſt to keep to a decent Plainneſs in their 
Apparel; a Deſire after Variety, and New Faſhi- 
ons, being apt to engage the Mind too much 
about the outward adorning, to the neglect of 
what is more worthy, the Cultivation of good Mo- 
ral Habits, ſuch as the moſt valuable adorning of 
a meek and quiet Spirit, which is, in the Sight of 
Gop, of great Price: They alſo look upon 
. Mourning Habits to be no better at Bottom than 
diſguiſed Pride and Pomp, frequently uſed where 
no real Sorrow is; and they think the moſt cer- 
tain Token of Reſpect to our departed Friends, is 
to love and cheriſh thoſe they loved, and by ou 
whole 
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whole Deportment to demonſtrate, that we really 
revere their Memory. They diſapprove, for the 
like Reaſons, of all coſtly Furniture of Houſes, 
luxurious Tables, Sports, Plays, and drinking 
Healths; which laſt has an evident Tendency 
to exceſſive Drinking, Quarrels, and Flattery. 


When two Perſons declare their Intentions of 
larriage before a Monthly Meeting, theſe Queſ- 
tions are put: Are you clear of all others, and 
have you the Conſent of your Parents or Friends 
concerned? To which, if they cannot anſwer in 
the Affirmative, an intire Stop is put to their Pro- 
ceedings: And, however full in the Affirmative 
their Anſwer may be, their Parents muſt either 
perſonally, or by a duly witneſſed Certificate, 
confirm their Anſwer. And the Meeting alſo fre- 
quently appoints two Men, and two Women, to 
make due Enquiry concerning their Clearneſs from 
all others, and make Report thereof to the next 
Monthly Meeting; when, if no ſufficient Reaſon 
appear to the contrary, they have Conſent to pro- 
ceed to the Solemnization of their Marriage, in a 
Meeting for Worſhip; and two perſons are nomi- 
nated to attend it, to ſee that good Order be kept, 
and make Report to the next Monthly Meeting. 


On the Day of Marriage, they uſually fit in the 
moſt conſpicuous Place of the Meeting, with their 
Relations and Friends about them. After ſome 
Time for folemn Meditation on the important 
Contract they are going to enter into with each 
other, and perhaps after a ſeaſonable Exhortation 
and Prayer by one or more of the Miniſters, they 
ſtand up, and take each other by the Hand in a 
ſolemn Manner, and the Man audibly declares to 

this Purpoſe: Friends, in the Fear of the Loxp, 
and in the Preſence of this Aſſembly, whom I 
c defire to be my Witneſſes, I take M. N. te be my 


a « Wife, 


tes. — 


ee Wife, promiſing, MfHivine Aſſiſtance, to be 

cc unto her a loving and faithful Huſband, till 

« Death ſeparate us.” Then the Woman makes 

the like Declaration. After which one audibly 

reads a Certificate, ſetting forth the aforeſaid or- 

derly Proceedings of this Couple at the Monthly 

Meetings, and the ſolemn Words of the Marriage 

Contract; to which. the new-married People ſet 

their Hands firſt, and then (as Witneſſes) their 

near Relations and Friends, with as many of the 

Congregation as pleaſe. 'The Original belongs to 

the Bride and Bridegroom ; but a true Copy is 

regiſtered in the 'Monthly-meeting Books. Pa- 

rents name their own Children; and in ſome Places 

they have a printed Certificate, ſetting forth the 

Names of the Parents and Child, with the Time 

of its Birth, which is ſigned by the Midwife, and 

ſome of the Company preſent ; which Certificate 

is filed in the proper Meeting, and a fair Copy en- 
tered in the Book of Births. Their Burials are 
alſo regiſtered. Neither their Miniſters, nor thoſe 
who have the principal Care of the Society, enjoy 

any pecuniary Emoluments or Advantages. 


In conducting a Funeral, if it be not inconveni- 
ent, the Body of the deceaſed is ſometimes carried 
to a Meeting-Houſe, where probably ſome of their 
Miniſters preach to the Congregation. 'The Corpſe, 
which is laid in a plain Coffin, is generally carried 
to the Grave by ſuch as come to pay their laſt 
+ Office of Love to their departed Friend. At the 

Ground, the Corpſe being ſet down by the Grave- 
fide in ſolemn 2 they pauſe awhile before 
they inter it, that the Minds of the Spectators 
may be the more deeply touched with a Senſe of 
their approaching Exit, and their future State. 
And here ſometimes a Miniſter has a ſeaſonable 
Word of Exhortation to the Auditory. 


FTINIVS. 


